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

Overview

Understanding Archaeology, 
Honing on Wisconsin’s Culture 
History

Wisconsin & Wisconsin 
Archaeology

Characteristics of Woodland 
Tradition & Sacred Practices

Woodland Tradition & 
Effigy Mound Culture

Painting the Landscape

Lake Mendota/Yahara 
Watershed

Tour of Publicly Preserved Mound 
Sites along Lake Mendota and 
Four Lakes Regions

Effigy Mound Culture 

How to Preserve, Educate, and 
Influence

Action & Resources



Archaeology 
Defined

▪ Subfield of 

Anthropology

▪ Study of human 

culture through 

past material 

remains and their 

context

▪ Artifacts, 

Features, tell a 

story











Woodland Tradition

▪ Three Stages

▪ Early, Middle, Late

▪ 3kya-1kya

▪ Establishment of Ceramics

▪ Projectile point size decreases

▪ Bow and Arrow

▪ Social complexity booms

▪ Burial mounds

▪ Large trade spheres

▪ Ceremonialism

▪ Warfare





Effigy Mound Culture
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

What can you do to preserve 

the past for today?

▪ Preserve and Protect

▪ Landowners = Property Tax 

exemption

▪ Support Local History

▪ Visit Other Sites & support 

Organizations

▪ Effigy Mounds National 

Monument

▪ Wisconsin Historical Society

▪ Wisconsin Archeological 

Society





Additional Resources

▪ Wisconsin historical society – digital 

collections

▪ Wisconsin Historical Society: 

archaeology 

▪ Wisconsin Archeological Society

▪ Wisconsin DNR Burial Mounds

▪ Dane county parks

https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS15285
https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS15285
https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS15285
https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS15285
https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS15285
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/records/article/CS4048
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/records/article/CS4048
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/records/article/CS4048
https://wiarcheologicalsociety.org/
https://wiarcheologicalsociety.org/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Lands/CulturalRes/mounds#:~:text=State%20law%20(section%20157.70%2C%20Wis,private%20lands%2C%20against%20unauthorized%20disturbance.
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Lands/CulturalRes/mounds#:~:text=State%20law%20(section%20157.70%2C%20Wis,private%20lands%2C%20against%20unauthorized%20disturbance.
https://parks-lwrd.danecounty.gov/recreation/historical-cultural
https://parks-lwrd.danecounty.gov/recreation/historical-cultural




Thank You

▪ Clean Lakes Alliance

▪ Wisconsin Historical Society 

▪ SHPO Office

▪ archive collections

▪ Wisconsin Archeological Society

▪ Dane County Parks
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